
 

Rosko Airport, Rosko Bros.-COMPILATION:  
 

NOTE: Items marked “X years ago” are from the Brainerd Dispatch great This Was Brainerd section.  Thank 

you Dispatch!   News clippings courtesy of the Brainerd Daily Dispatch, clipped by Brian Marsh. 
 

TIMELINE: 
 

1910/10/30: 100 years ago (1910) Joseph Rosko, Jr., of 

South Quince Street, lost a $600 team of horses Sunday 

evening. He had driven them home and watered them when 

both laid down and died before he could get aid. Their 

stomachs revealed wheat, oats and a substance that looked 

like poison.  [See clipping.] 

 

1912/1/19: The Martin Exploration Co. has an option for a 

lease on land along the ore vein for more than a mile and a 

half in the city limits. They have already found iron ore of 

high grade in large quantities in three forties and are still 

drilling. The Rosko land is included in the Martin Exploration 

Co. option. This land is the southeast quarter of northeast 

quarter of section 36-45-21. W. A. Barr  

 

1912/7/15: Drillers have been much bothered with water in 

the vicinity. It interferes greatly in the drilling. Water, a 

perfect artesian well of it, was struck on the Rosko farm to the east of where the Brainerd-Cuyuna Mining Co. will 

drill. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 15 July 1912, p. 3, c. 3)  

 

1913/6/17: Rosko Brothers are busy repairing the vocal chords of the cracked fire bell of the Central Hose Co. Got 

to do it or they get no money for their work. They have drilled out a piece two inches wide and will plug and weld 

the replacement section. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 17 June 2013)  

 

1913/8/6: Rosko Brothers are doing a large business at their garage. They have had to build a cement walk 22.5 feet 

by 150 feet to the east of their shop to place autos awaiting repairs. The interior is full of machines. Henry and Pete 

Rosko employ four helpers. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 06 August 2013)  

 

1914/1/2: Joseph Rosko, Sr., had a flowing well on his farm in the city limits. When first discovered the water 

spurted 10 feet high. It was properly capped and a system of pipes installed and the house and barn supplied with 

running water. Today but a small stream is trickling. (Brainerd Dispatch, 02 January 1914)  

 

MINING CHECKS WATER SUPPLY 
_____ 
Brainerd-Cuyuna Mine Shaft 68 Feet 
Deep Drains the Adam Brown 
Spring Dry 
_____ 
AFFECTS HIS NEIGHBORS’ WELLS 
_____ 
Mine Now Pumping Out 250 Gallons a Minute From its Shaft Workings With Two Pumps 
From Tuesday’s Daily:— 
     The Adam Brown spring, one of the fixtures of the south side, has gone dry as a result of the 



mining operations of the Brainerd-Cuyuna Mining Company mine, whose shaft is now down 68 feet 
and whose two pumps, a 10 and 9 horsepower Cameron sinking pump, are pumping up 250 gallons 
a minute from the shaft. 
     The water streamed into the shaft when the hardpan was succeeded by a seam of gravel and it 
was along this stratum of gravel that the water supply for the Adam Brown spring existed. When it 
found vent in the shaft the spring speedily dried up. 
     Mr. Brown, at present, is in a predicament. The spring which he had commercialized and whose 
waters he had sold since 1893 [sic] [1892], has passed out of existence. He is a mile away from the 
city water connections. The creek nearby, called the Brown creek and by some the Rosko creek, is 
charged with muck and sediment gained from the pump discharge of the mine. 
     “My cows won’t drink the creek water,” said Mr. Brown this morning. “I have trouble supplying my 
household with water. The mine is a half a mile north of my spring and I never thought for a moment 
that the operation of the mine would affect my water supply.” 
     James Cullen, at some expense, piped his water from the spring to his pop factory. Mr. Brown said 
he expended $3,000 or more for equipment and building. 
     Joseph Rosko, Sr., had a flowing well on his farm in the city limits When first discovered the water 
spurted 10 feet high. It was properly capped and a system of pipes installed and the house and barn 
supplied with running water. Today but a small stream is trickling. 
     The well at H. H. Baker’s place, situated a short distance from the Rosko farm, is also dry. 
     As the shaft of the mining company will be sunk probably a hundred feet deep and then probably 
more into the rock so as to undermine the ore deposits, it follows that still more strata of water will be 
struck and still more territory drained. (Brainerd Dispatch, 02 January 1914) -AMN 
 

1915/5/14: Twenty-two men are at work. More will be employed when ore hoisting starts. That the company and 

management are well thought of it is only necessary to consider the fact that 300 stockholders of the Brainerd-

Cuyuna Mining Co. live right in Brainerd and many of them but a stone’s throw from the shaft. Every step taken is 

under the eyes of all the stockholders. Joseph Rosko holds considerable stock and John Stenberg, of Southeast 

Brainerd, is also heavily interested. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 14 May 1915, p. 17, c.’s 1 & 2; p. 18, c. 3)  

 

1918/5/11: The following owners of cars have already volunteered their services for Red Cross work during the 

coming drive and these cars, it is expected will be available for the big parade: ...Rosko Bros. (Brainerd Daily 

Dispatch, 11 May 1918, p. 1, c. 4; p. 5, c.‘s 4 & 5)  

 

1919/3/23: A new idea in the buying of oil, gasoline, auto supplies, etc. is that of the auto sales company formed in 

Brainerd by uniting nine garage interests of the city whose purchases will be made through that company. The 

company is capitalized at $25,000 and is composed of these members: Rosko Brothers, W. E. Lively, Brainerd 

Motor Company, Sherlund Company, John T. Imgrund, Motor Inn, Boarquin & Norton, Turcotte-Hardy Company 

and Charles W. Hoffman. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 23 March 1999)  

 

1919/8/11: Henry Rosko of Rosko Brothers rode in the plane and said she sailed clean and steady and the air seemed 

to offer fewer navigating difficulties than some roads he had covered on earth. (Brainerd 

Daily Dispatch, 11 August 1919, pp. 1 & 5, c. 3)   

 

1920: Ann Nelson Rosko Brothers Ad, BCD, 1920 (image, right)  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1920/5/11: Advertisement, 

Rosko Brothers, 9th and Oak Street: 

1918 Studebaker, winter top included, $800; 1919 Ford Touring, with extra equipment, $650; 1918 Ford Sedan, 

$600; 1912 Pierce Arrow, Chummy $500. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd 

Dispatch, 11 May 2000)  

 
-Brainerd ’75-Carl Zapffe-1946, p. 128 

 

1924/3/2: To Rosko Brothers, Dodge car dealers, goes the honor of being 

the first to introduce balloon tires in Brainerd. Your car can run over 

curbs or other obstructions without any appreciable jar to the driver. 

(This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 03 March 2004)  

 

1926/7/15: The fire, water and light committee reported that a box for 

coats and tools was needed for the new fire truck. The purchasing 

committee were instructed to authorized the purchase. The firm of Rosko 

Brothers were authorized to make repairs to the old fire truck. (Brainerd 

Daily Dispatch, 06 October 1926, p. 7, c. 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Brainerd ’75-Carl Zapffe-1946, p. 138 

 

 

1928/11/23: 80 years ago (1928): Brainerd's new airport on the Rosko Field has opened a new avenue to commence 



in this city with the arrival of the first salesman to fly to Brainerd to call on customers.  [See clipping.] 

 

1929/5/21: 80 years ago (1929) A pitchers' duel and good support by the players back of them contributed to a fast 

game played at Rosko field, in which the YMCA nosed out the Northeast team by 1 to 0.  

 

1929/6/1: 80 years ago (1929): The first five-passenger plane to come to Brainerd hovered gracefully above this city 

before coming to rest in 300 feet at Rosko Airfield. It was the same plane that set an altitude record of 19,200 feet 

recently at Minneapolis.  [See clipping.]  

 

1929/7/15: Brainerd is ready to play host to more than 25,000 persons at the air meet opening the Rosko air field 

here Saturday and Sunday, July 20 and 21. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 15 July 1929, p. 7, c.’s 4 & 5)  

 

1929/7/29: 80 years ago (1929) Members of the Brainerd Daily Dispatch staff were guests of Northwest Airways for 

a flight on the 13-passenger Ford trimotor plane that runs regular service from Minneapolis to Chicago. The plane 

was here for the big air show at Rosko field.  

 

1930/6/28: 80 years ago (1930): An aviation event which may eclipse the airport dedication of last year is scheduled 

June 21, when 35 to 40 planes will arrive at Rosko Airport. They will be met by chamber cars and taken to Breezy 

Point Lodge, which opens for the season this weekend. [See clipping.] 

 

 

1931/4/5, 80 years ago (1931) Taking off at Rosko Airport, an airplane circled the city distributing campaign 

literature of Franklin Ebner, candidate for city attorney. It was the first time a plane has been used to get a 

candidate's message to the voters, and the fluttering leaflets drew much attention.  

 

1933/7/27: EXCAVATION WORK NEW ST. FRANCIS CHURCH BEGINS; EXPECT POURING 

FOUNDATION TO BEGIN WITHIN 10 DAYS  
With the Standard Construction company, St. Paul, formally awarded the contract, preliminary work preparatory to 

the construction of the new St. Francis Catholic church today was well under way. The Standard Construction 

company has sub-let the contract for clearing out the basement into which the debris of the old church was 

catapulted when fire razed that structure and excavation for the foundation of the new edifice to Rosko Brothers, 

Brainerd. This firm has a steam shovel on the project and a crew of trucks is busy hauling away debris and earth. 

Much of the brick from the old church already has been salvaged, being cleaned and piled by the site of the new 

structure during the last few weeks. It will be used as inside brick.  

 

Work of excavation and clearing away of the debris is expected to take about ten days. Actual pouring of concrete 



for the foundation will immediately follow. Contract calls for the completion of the new $50,000 church edifice in 

six months but those in charge of the project believe that five months will see its completion. All preliminary work 

and actual construction operations are in charge of John Knutson, engineer of the Standard Construction Company, 

who is personally supervising the operations on the site. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 27 July 1933)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Brainerd ’75-Carl Zapffe-1946, p. 147-148 

 

1944: 

 

 
-Brainerd ’75-Carl Zapffe-1946, p. 179 

 



2011/6/17: After we talked the other night, I had occasion to drive past the fairgrounds and thought of the old 

Brainerd airport that used to be there. The operator was a man named Burt Garret [Garret Flying Service: ???] who 

had flown all his adult life and who received his original flying certificate from one of the Wright brothers. His 

widow Thelma worked in the history center at the old jail late in her life. Burt was one of my dad's best friends. –

Jack Hickerson  

 

2014/3/29: Shipman Auto is owned by my brother-in-law, Dan Shipman, and I took a tour of the building. Dan told 

me how the warehouse is the original Brainerd Airport, and they kept something in it, but I can’t remember if it’s the 

prop of an airplane, or what it was. History is inside that building! You should swing by there sometime and see it. -

Shelley Thelen  

 

2017; from Andy Walsh’s Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/search/?query=rosko 
Fert Faust  
March 26 at 10:45pm  

I am looking for info on Rosco Field, our first airport where Shipman Auto is now on 13th St. S. About all I have is 

what I pick up from the Dispatch's GREAT "This Was Brainerd" section. Who was this Rosco, and Garrrett's Flying 

Service? Here is what I have:  

Rosko Airport: 10/30/1910, 100 years ago (1910)  

Joseph Rosko, Jr., of South Quince Street, lost a $600 team of horses Sunday evening. He had driven th...  

8 Comments 19 John Van Essen, Pat Doboshinski Hassett and 17 others  

 

Fert Faust Apparently, the Rosko Bros. were contractors; from Ann M. Nelson's Special Features section on the 

CWCHS website: 1933/7/27: EXCAVATION WORK NEW ST. FRANCIS CHURCH BEGINS; EXPECT 

POURING FOUNDATION TO BEGIN WITHIN 10 DAYS  

 

_____ With the Standard Construction company, St. Paul, formally awarded the contract, preliminary work 

preparatory to the construction of the new St. Francis Catholic church today was well under way. The Standard 

Construction company has sub-let the contract for clearing out the basement into which the debris of the old church 

was catapulted when fire razed that structure and excavation for the foundation of the new edifice to Rosko Brothers, 

Brainerd. This firm has a steam shovel on the project and a crew of trucks is busy hauling away debris and earth. 

Much of the brick from the old church already has been salvaged, being cleaned and piled by the site of the new 

structure during the last few weeks. It will be used as inside brick. Work of excavation and clearing away of the 

debris is expected to take about ten days. Actual pouring of concrete for the foundation will immediately follow. 

Contract calls for the completion of the new $50,000 church edifice in six months but those in charge of the project 

believe that five months will see its completion. All preliminary work and actual construction operations are in 

charge of John Knutson, engineer of the Standard Construction Company, who is personally supervising the 

operations on the site. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 27 July 1933)http://www.crowwinghistory.org/brainerd_fires.html  

Crow Wing County Historical Society - Brainerd: City of Fire  

CROWWINGHISTORY.ORG  

Like · Reply · Remove Preview · March 26 at 11:19pm · Edited  

 

Robert Lindberg I know that it was still used in the late 40s--had fuel and I believe minor service capabilities.  

Like · Reply · March 27 at 11:48am  

 

Kevin Goode Garrets flying service was also in Pine River. I moved stuff out of the house next to the airport and 

there's actually a book about him. It's right by the airport in pine river, there's and old building that's maybe gone 

now since it was falling apart,...See More  

Like · Reply · March 27 at 3:19pm · Edited  

 

Chuck Burton Bert Garret had the Flying Service on 13th St. He also had a seaport on rice lake just east of Lum 

Park. Bert had a Seabee (amphibian with a pusher prop) that he used to fly into a cabin he had on a lake in Canada. 

Bert's son Dick had the flying ser...See More  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/search/?query=rosko


Like · Reply · March 29 at 10:23am  

 

Kevin Goode Cool. I moved a bunch of stuff out of the house that he owned next to the airport when my boss 

bought it. Also, I did some painting and remodeling in there as well.  

Like · Reply · March 29 at 12:25pm  

  

 

Kevin Goode Not sure if it's the same person your looking for but it's worth mentioning.  

Like · Reply · March 27 at 3:19pm  

 

Joe T Marchel Contact Dan Shipman at Shipman Auto Parts. He will show you a biplane wing that hangs in the rear 

of his shop which was the terminal building.  

Like · Reply · March 27 at 4:04pm  

 

Ann Nelson Carl, I don't know if you are interested in this or not... March 28 at 12:18pm  

 

...The Martin Exploration Co. has an option for a lease on land along the ore vein for more than a mile and a half in 

the city limits. They have already found iron ore of high grade in large quantities in three forties and are still drilling. 

The Rosko land is included in the Martin Exploration Co. option. This land is the southeast quarter of northeast 

quarter of section 36-45-21. W. A. Barrows is entitled to the credit of this business. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 19 

January 1912, p. 2, c.’s 1-6) 

 

 ...Drillers have been much bothered with water in the vicinity. It interferes greatly in the drilling. Water, a perfect 

artesian well of it, was struck on the Rosko farm to the east of where the Brainerd-Cuyuna Mining Co. will drill. 

(Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 15 July 1912, p. 3, c. 3)  

 

17 June 1913. Rosko Brothers are busy repairing the vocal chords of the cracked fire bell of the Central Hose Co. 

Got to do it or they get no money for their work. They have drilled out a piece two inches wide and will plug and 

weld the replacement section. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 17 June 2013)  

 

06 August 1913. Rosko Brothers are doing a large business at their garage. They have had to build a cement walk 

22.5 feet by 150 feet to the east of their shop to place autos awaiting repairs. The interior is full of machines. Henry 

and Pete Rosko employ four helpers. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 06 August 2013)  

 

...Joseph Rosko, Sr., had a flowing well on his farm in the city limits. When first discovered the water spurted 10 feet 

high. It was properly capped and a system of pipes installed and the house and barn supplied with running water. 

Today but a small stream is trickling. (Brainerd Dispatch, 02 January 1914) . 

 

..Twenty-two men are at work. More will be employed when ore hoisting starts. That the company and management 

are well thought of it is only necessary to consider the fact that 300 stockholders of the Brainerd-Cuyuna Mining Co. 

live right in Brainerd and many of them but a stone’s throw from the shaft. Every step taken is under the eyes of all 

the stockholders. Joseph Rosko holds considerable stock and John Stenberg, of Southeast Brainerd, is also heavily 

interested. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 14 May 1915, p. 17, c.’s 1 & 2; p. 18, c. 3)  

 

The following owners of cars have already volunteered their services for Red Cross work during the coming drive 

and these cars, it is expected will be available for the big parade: ...Rosko Bros. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 11 May 

1918, p. 1, c. 4; p. 5, c.‘s 4 & 5)  

 

23 March 1919. A new idea in the buying of oil, gasoline, auto supplies, etc. is that of the auto sales company 

formed in Brainerd by uniting nine garage interests of the city whose purchases will be made through that company. 

The company is capitalized at $25,000 and is composed of these members: Rosko Brothers, W. E. Lively, Brainerd 

Motor Company, Sherlund Company, John T. Imgrund, Motor Inn, Boarquin & Norton, Turcotte-Hardy Company 

and Charles W. Hoffman. (This Was Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 23 March 1999)  

 



...Henry Rosko of Rosko Brothers rode in the plane and said she sailed clean and steady and the air seemed to offer 

fewer navigating difficulties than some roads he had covered on earth. Henry Rosko of Rosko Brothers rode in the 

plane and said she sailed clean and steady and the air seemed to offer fewer navigating difficulties than some roads 

he had covered on earth. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 11 August 1919, pp. 1 & 5, c. 3)  

 

11 May 1920. Advertisement, Rosko Brothers, 9th and Oak Street: 1918 Studebaker, winter top included, $800; 

1919 Ford Touring, with extra equipment, $650; 1918 Ford Sedan, $600; 1912 Pierce Arrow, Chummy $500. (This 

Was Brainerd, Brainerd  

Dispatch, 11 May 2000)  

 

03 March 1924. To Rosko Brothers, Dodge car dealers, goes the honor of being the first to introduce balloon tires in 

Brainerd. Your car can run over curbs or other obstructions without any appreciable jar to the driver. (This Was 

Brainerd, Brainerd Dispatch, 03 March 2004)  

 

The fire, water and light committee reported that a box for coats and tools was needed for the new fire truck. The 

purchasing committee were instructed to authorized the purchase. The firm of Rosko Brothers were authorized to 

make repairs to the old fire truck. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 06 October 1926, p. 7, c. 2)  

 

Brainerd is ready to play host to more than 25,000 persons at the air meet opening the Rosko air field here Saturday 

and Sunday, July 20 and 21. (Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 15 July 1929, p. 7, c.’s 4 & 5)  

 

Like · Reply · 1 · March 28 at 12:21pm · Edited  

 

Fert Faust Thanks, Ann, this is awesome!!!  

 

Clippings from Brian March at the CWCHS, some great Dispatch clips: 

 



 

      

   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fert Faust Are there any relatives still in the area related to the Rosko Brothers?? 

Like · Reply · 1 hr 

https://www.facebook.com/FertFaust?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/permalink/444095555928729/?comment_id=449457208725897&notif_t=group_comment&notif_id=1491424699438624
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/permalink/444095555928729/?comment_id=449457208725897&notif_t=group_comment&notif_id=1491424699438624
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/permalink/444095555928729/?comment_id=449431455395139&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R1%22%7D


 
LaWayne Mann Greta Niska Rosko???? 
Like · Reply · 1 hr 

 
Greta Niska Rosko Jim Rosko, my father-in-law, is I believe a nephew of Henry and Peter. He also had a brother that was named Peter. We 
still live and farm southeast Brainerd about 20 miles. I'm not sure how much he knows about the airport. 

 
Sheesh, Greta, cool, and thanks! I had to get to the bottom of this about the old airport, the airplane wing, and 

figure out a timeline of its existence, so went out to talk to the horse's mouth.  I used to go out there in 1970 to 

get parts for my old beat-up F-250's, to talk to the mouth, Glen, and here 47 years later he's still standing there 

behind the counter! I wonder if he's like a horse and sleeps standing up, and never leaves! ANYway, I got the 

tour, and sure 'nuff, up in the rafters is that fabric-covered biplane wing, about 18’ long.  It’s on a wall that’s a 

sectioned off area not quite to the rear of the building that Glen pointed to WAY up in the rafters.  It is the 

remnants of the control tower, and in all these years he’s never been up there.  If I’d have found a 16’ ladder…!  

There was no way to see if there was a hole in the roof where one could poke his head out of for a 360 degree 

view like a typical tower, or if there was one on top the curved roof.  We went outside and there was indeed 

evidence of a large opening flanked by 2 smaller ones, long-since skinned over with corrugated steel to match 

the building, likely former windows.  Apparently, the “air traffic   controller” could only see a plane coming in 

from the east, where he said is the remains of the old runway.  To get the timeline going, I’ll start when this 

airport opened, in Nov. of 1928 it appears.  Shipman’s has been around since 1935 and moved out there from 

Oak St., perhaps when the county built at the present airport location in 1945.  Help needed, but there’s a start!  

How strange it is we have no historic marker at the location of our first airport…and the building still stands, no 

less!  From the present airport’s great website:  

 

http://brainerdairport.com/about-us/airport-history.html 

 

 
 
Brief History 
The air travel in the Brainerd Lakes Area traces its history back to the 1920s when Henry Rosko housed the 
first air field in the region. But by the 1930s, his field could not be expanded to meet the growing demands of 
the aviation industry.  In time, Rosko’s field was abandoned, and the city sought acreage east of Brainerd to 
build a municipal airport. Due to the size of the land, Crow Wing County was solicited as a partner, and in 
1945, the city of Brainerd purchased about 900 acres on what is now Hwy 210. Within this land, a large field 
was surveyed.  […] 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/lawayne.mann?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/greta.rosko?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/permalink/444095555928729/?comment_id=449457208725897&notif_t=group_comment&notif_id=1491424699438624
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/permalink/444095555928729/?comment_id=449457208725897&notif_t=group_comment&notif_id=1491424699438624
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162602710744683/permalink/444095555928729/?comment_id=449445625393722&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R0%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/greta.rosko?fref=ufi
http://brainerdairport.com/about-us/airport-history.html
https://www.facebook.com/lawayne.mann?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/greta.rosko?fref=ufi


Here is (was) out first airport 

hangar & control tower! It was not 

fancy, and there was no "tower", 

just a few windows out the back at 

the top of the crowned roof in back, 

overlooking the runway. Thanks to 

Glen for letting me snap some 

photos! Does it look familiar, now? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are the remnants of the windows to the control "tower". No tower, just a small cubical up in the rafter under the 
roof made of studs and buffalo board, with some windows to look out of, now covered up long ago: 
 



The biplane wing hangar in the rafters for at least 47 years…cloth covered: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Van Essen 
 

1:23 PM (6 
hours ago) 

 

 
 
 

to Duane, me 

 
 

Thanks, Duane. 
 
I am forwarding your recollections to Carl Faust in case he would like to follow up on them. 
 
    John 
 
On Apr 19, 2017, at 09:20, Duane and Carolyn Blanck wrote: 
 
 
Morning John: 
 
Nothing that I can add.  I do recall various conversation about Rosko’s field, but I was a “wee child” not paying particular attention to such 
things back then.  Henry Rosko was married to my grandmother Blanck’s sister, thus he was a great Uncle.  My understanding their car 
dealership, Rosko Brothers Dodge Garage (as I recall) was the first automobile dealership in Brainerd located on the NE corner of Laurel and 
9th Streets, the building later became Palmer Motors (John Deere and farm equipment). 
 
As to the history of Rosko’s Field or Airport, when my daughter was involved with the interior design/decorating of the current Airport 
terminal a couple of years ago, there was a Peterson who did some history research as they have a “time-line” on one of the walls - 
Peterson is a transplant to the Brainerd area but very interested in aviation history who did some research but beyond creating the time 
line I don’t know what all he found.  I would guess he could located by contacting folks at the airport (and maybe my daughter has a contact 
for him if someone wants to visit with him - my daughter is Danae Blanck Anderson, her business is I D Your World, her cell phone number 
is 218-330-2338).  Roskos had a mechanic, my name recollection is “Bo Rappel” (?sp), who apparently was a colorful pilot also - one story I 

tel:(218)%20330-2338


recall was he crashed a Ford tri-motor plane in Nokay Lake so there could be some newspaper accounts of that - Roskos owned what 
became Gibbons Point and later Greenhow’s on the north end of the lake near where the Nokasippi R comes in….for whatever that is 
worth! 
 
The comment on the proposed plaque about iron ore exploration makes sense as it is not far from the shaft just east of the old Holiday Inn 
along the old RR tracks (now a trail) as it probably was the same vein of ore that stretched to Barrows. 
 
Take care, Duane  
    
On Apr 19, 2017, at 3:45 AM, John Van Essen <vanes002@umn.edu> wrote: 
 
Duane, 
 
I recall that you had earlier shown an interest in the Rosko brothers and the airport. 
 
Do you have any other information to add to this? 
 
Thanks. 
 
    John 

 

 

2017 Brainerd History Week marker placement: 

Glen, 

The 2017 Brainerd History Week Committee would like to place a Historic Marker on the 

Rosko field site…in your front yard I suppose!  See attached.  Would this work for you guys?  

They are looking for a donor now such as Community Action, and the marker is going to be 

about $60, a wood pole maybe 10, and maybe a plywood backer on the aluminum 11x17” sign.  

It MAY be bigger, have not gotten pricing yet. 

I just CAN’T find an old photo of the hangar!  Any ideas who would have one? 

-Carl Faust, 218-820-2424 

Here is a similar plaque made at Action Graphics, at the old brewery on the east side of Boom 

Lake: 

 

mailto:vanes002@umn.edu


 

2017/5/1: 

Dan Shipman called and is fine with a marker placement.  He suggested some names of folks to talk to about 

finding more info on the Rosko Airport; list below.  To save on costs of a pedestal I might suggest this small 18 

x 12” aluminum marker be affixed to the building, perhaps near the front door.  This would be great visibility 

and eliminate the post and mounting backer, and require just 4 concrete screws.  Here is a sample layout of a 

marker so far: 

 



 
 

For further study, some folks that possibly used to fly out of this airport: 

 

-Clair XXXX?: He used to be the parts manager at Mills Motor.  The only Clair I knew was Clair Cahill of 

Cahill-Hall Lumber Co.  Dan thought he may have wound up with the propeller that was on the same biplane as 

the remaining wing hanging in the rafters at Shipman’s. 

 

-One of the Imgrunds, perhaps Ted? 

 

-XXXX? Thompson, of Thomson Oil. 

 

-Bert Garrett 

 

-CWF, 2013; UPDATED: 5/1/2017 


